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THE LI GHTNI NG RULE

by
Brett Ell en Bl ock

As a city burns, one white man hunts one black boy in a
twi sted ganme of predator and prey in this riveting newthriller.

Set agai nst the backdrop of the infanmous Newark race riots,
THE LIGATNING RULE is an intense, tautly plotted nystery that
exam nes the roots of hatred and the true neani ng of brotherhood.

They say |ightning never strikes the same spot tw ce.
Detective Martin Emett is about to prove the exception to the
rule. It is the sumer of 1967 and Newark, New Jersey is in the
grip of a heat wave that is bringing the city’'s simering racial
tension to a boiling point. Banished to desk duty, his career on
the Iine, the young detective is offered a chance at professiona
redenption if he can quickly and quietly solve the nmurder of a
bl ack teenage boy whose nutil ated body has been found in a subway
tunnel. The investigation | eads Emett to a terrible discovery:
the dead boy is just one victimin a string of sadistic nurders
in which the killer uses his victins as prey in a tw sted gane of
cat and nouse. As Emett struggles to put together the pieces of
the grisly crines, the riots are unraveling the city. Newark is
under siege and the killer has seized his next victim Wile the
riots engulf Newark, crippling the city with chaos and bri ngi ng
the police force to its knees, Emmett nust find the killer before
t he next hunt begins.

Wth THE LI GHTNING RULE, critically acclainmed author Brett
Ellen Bl ock returns with an expl osi ve novel of suspense,
politics, and racism Masterfully crafted and delivered in sleek
signature prose, Block’s third book is a fierce story about the
raging battle to restore norality to a city being attacked from
wi t hi n.

Based on the real life race riots, THE LI GHTNI NG RULE
redefines the traditional thriller and rai ses questions about the
state of race relations today. “Next year, 2007, will be the
fortieth anniversary of the riots and nmy hope is that this nove
wi Il help increase awareness about this historic and often
over | ooked event while providing a conmpelling and entertaining
story,” said Block, who received her undergraduate degree in Fine
Arts fromthe University of Mchigan, then went on to earn
graduate degrees at the lowa Witers’ Wrkshop and the University
of East Anglia s Fiction Witing Programin Engl and.

Her debut collection of short stories, Destination Known,
was awarded the Drue Heinz Literary Prize, and she is a recipient
of the M chener- Copernicus Fellowship. She is also the author of
the highly praised novel The G ave of God's Daughter. Born and



raised in Sunmt, New Jersey, she now splits her tine between
Sunmit and Los Angel es, California.
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